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known to leave the surplus cement until the briquettes
are partially set, and then, by means of a sharp trowel,
cut and scrape them off flush with the top of the moulds.
The advantage of this plan is not easy to understand,
unless it be that a slightly more accurate vertical
thickness is obtained, while the chief danger is, that the
setting of the whole briquette may thereby be disturbed,
and consequently the result obtained less satisfactory.
Care should also be taken, after the briquettes are gauged,
to place them on a bench free from vibration, such as they
would be subjected to if they were left on the same bench
where subsequent briquettes were being gauged. If ex-
posed to such vibration, the crystallisation or setting is
materially affected, and the accuracy of the result con-
siderably impaired. More than one instance has occurred
of indifferent results, due to the neglect of this apparently
obvious precaution.
The time previously mentioned as the time the opera-
tion of gauging should take, will of course depend upon the
setting properties of the cement used, and refers chiefly to
the gauging of a nest of five briquettes at one operation,
which is the custom whenever the setting of a sample is
sufficiently slow to permit of that course being adopted.
If a cement commences to set or harden too quickly to
allow of five briquettes being made at one operation, two
or three only must be made, and great care must be taken
that the cement does not commence to set before the
operation is completed, otherwise the setting properties of
the briquettes will be partially destroyed, and the results
will be valueless.
The gauging of sand briquettes is an operation requiring
much more practice than neat briquettes, and with some
operators it is a knack which cannot be acquired even by
diligent practice. The cement and sand mortar, being con-